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Nature and not of some department only. At least
if a plurality be supposed, it is necessary to assume
so complete a concert of action and unity of will
among them that the difference is for most purposes
immaterial between such a theory and that of the
absolute unity of the Godhead.

The reason, then, why Monotheism may be ac-
cepted as the representative of Theism in the abstract,
is not so much because it is the Theism of all the
more improved portions of the human race, as because
it is the only Theism which can claim for itself any
footing on scientific ground. Every other theory of
the government of the universe by supernatural
beings, is inconsistent either with the carrying on
of that government through a continual series of
natural antecedents according to fixed laws, or with
the interdependence of each of these series upon all
the rest, which are the two most general results of
science.

Setting out therefore from the scientific view of
nature as one connected system, or united whole,*
united not like a web composed of separate threads in
passive juxtaposition with one another, but rather like
the human or animal frame, an apparatus kept going
by perpetual action and reaction among all its parts;
it must be acknowledged that the question, to which
Theism is an answer, is at least a very natural one,
and issues from an obvious want of the human mind.
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